APA Style for Abstracts

An abstract of a report of an empirical study should describe

· the problem under investigation, in one sentence if possible;

· the participants, specifying pertinent characteristics such as age, sex, and ethnic and/or racial group; in animal research, specifying genus and species;

· the essential features of study method-you have a limited number of words so restrict

· your description to essential and interesting features of the study methodology particularly those likely to be used in electronic searches;

· the basic findings, including effect sizes and confidence intervals and/or statistical significance levels; and

· the conclusions and the implications or applications.

An abstract for a literature review or meta-analysis should describe

· the problem or relation(s) under investigation;
· study eligibility criteria;
· type(s) of participants included in primary studies;
· main results (including the most important effect sizes) and any important moderators of these effect sizes; 
· conclusions (including limitations); and
· implications for theory, policy, and/or practice.

An abstract for a theory-oriented paper should describe

· how the theory or model works and/or the principles on which it is based and

· what phenomena the theory or model accounts for and linkages to empirical results.

An abstract for a methodological paper should describe

· the general class of methods being discussed;

· the essential features of the proposed method;

· the range of application of the proposed method; and

· in the case of statistical procedures, some of its essential features such as robustness or power efficiency.

An abstract for a case study should describe

· the subject and relevant characteristics of the individual, group, community, or organization presented;

· the nature of or solution to a problem illustrated by the case example; and

· the questions raised for additional research or theory.

The abstract word limit of the journal is 200 words.

